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entourage of the Sultan, combined in the struggle to
save their country, and every Turk worth his salt became
a Nationalist.
It was a fight to the finish. They closed in on the
Allies in Constantinople. They attacked the French
battalion that protected the coal mines at Zangulduk
and this was at once withdrawn. The last few troops
of the Italians scampered out of Anatolia to avoid
destruction.
The Bolsheviks had pushed in across the Caucasus
and, to avoid contact, as ordered by the War Office
the British retired and so evacuated Batum and all the
Caucasus. This left the flank of WrangePs anti-revolu-
tionary army exposed. The Bolsheviks had swung into
northern Persia and with their coming the treaty signed
between England and Persia on the 9th of August, 1919,
and all the structure that was built on it, collapsed.
That treaty is worthy of a passing notice, for it aptly
illustrates, from Persia, much that led to the failure in
Turkey. It was a treaty made in haste and secrecy
and only published when signed. It was done under
the supervision of Lord Curzon, who as a distinguished
amateur diplomatist had had an exceptional record of
failure. It was made against the advice of many great
experts, such as Lord Grey. It was the old diplomatic
method of trying to get ahead of other Powers, but it
only annoyed our Allies and helped to break the Entente.
As in the Treaty of Sevres, it ignored the size of the
military forces of the British Empire. It took on vast
commitments without the means to carry them out.
The British army was being reduced to a few divisions.